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As always, this year’s dissertation projects by our international graduating 
artists are eclectic in both form and content, not least that this year our 
artists are working within the constraints imposed by Covid-19.  Our Festival 
is always special, not only because of the diversity of work presented, but 
because it is the students themselves who put the programme together and run 
the whole project as a Production Team in consultation with staff. 
Our unique MA programme provides students with an interdisciplinary 
laboratory environment in which to explore, take risks, plunge into new 
collaborations, get a hands-on grasp of many skills both creative and 
technical, and work under the guidance of some of the most exciting and 
distinguished practitioners. We avoid either house-style or tutor-direction. 
Instead, we take the artistic concepts and formal choices of each student and 
help them develop these within their own frame of reference. That is why we 
end up with such a range of work and approach to contemporary, hybrid, 
live practice. 
According to tradition, our cohort this year is very international, with 
students from Europe, Chile, Finland, Iran, South Korea and USA. This mix of 
nationalities as well as artistic backgrounds adds many flavours to a unique 
learning environment and the opportunity to exchange knowledge across a 
range of experiences from classical techniques to the most experimental Live 
Art practice. 

Cleave means both to cut apart and to draw together and this year’s cohort 
has weathered confounding forces in this pandemic year, yet they have 
produced live performances, despite all, that have relied on autonomous 
imagination and collective strength and vision. 

We hope you enjoy the work!
Programme Director 
Professor Anna Furse 

Associate and Convenor of this year’s Festival
Graeme Miller 
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7 ≈ 8 is the birth and emanation of AURA, 
by exploring the seven almost eight auric 
layers as a healing and internal process.
The performance is an immersive and 
ethereal experience, an ecosystem 
inhabited by the artist and the audience, 
where two intersecting embodied 
landscapes unfold in space-time, mapping 
her identity and circumscribing her 
transition.

AURA is a trans femme artist whose praxis is an art-life experience focusing on 
counterculture and countersex through methods of depersonalisation, disembodiment, 
and dissidence.
AURA is a techno-shaman who merges visual art, live art, and electronic music to create 
transformative environments and immersive [dys]utopian realities.
AURA arises from the definition of “the distinctive atmosphere or quality that seems to 
surround and be generated by a person, thing, or place; [...] a supposed emanation 
surrounding the body of a living creature and regarded as an essential part of the 
individual”.
AURA has presented multiple shows across Portugal, Poland, France, Italy, and the UK.
AURA inhabits the liminal, therefore is universal.
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9th July, 19:40 (Route 
B) & 10th July, 14:50 

(Route B)
Studio 4

60 minutes

A U R A

auradafonseca.com (Website) | @auradafonseca (Instagram)
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MOMMY

Candace Bryan is an American comedian, writer, and performer. She has worked as a 
journalist and essayist for publications such as Vice, Cosmopolitan, Vox, and many more. 
In 2016, she began doing standup comedy and has performed at shows across New 
York and Los Angeles. She moved to London in 2020 and has since been expanding her 
practice beyond the humble mic stand to explore new styles of comedy and storytelling.
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7th July, 21:10 (Route 
A) & 10th July, 19:00

George Wood Theatre
45 minutes

C A N D A C E  B R Y A N

MOMMY

Motherhood is a recipe taught to young 
girls so they can prepare and serve it as 
adults. 

But what if you don’t have a mom and don’t 
plan to be one?

Comedian Candace Bryan fires up her 
EasyBake® oven to cook up her own take 
on childhood and womanhood.

ISSUES

candacebryan.com (Website) | @candacebryan (Instagram) | @cantdancebryan (Twitter) 
 

ISSUES



SUMMERSUMMER
THE

BEFOREBEFORE
In The Summer Before, audiences visit a 
fictional room wandering in Time, where its 
inhabitant guides them on a journey of lost 
innocence through fragments of non-fictional 
stories/moments from the lived experience 
of abuse and sex trafficking.

Elias is a visual and performance artist. Throughout Elias’ work runs a deep fascination 
about issues surrounding human rights, especially LGBTQ+ communities, animal rights 
and mental health.

He studied Drama and Theatre at Aberystwyth University in Wales, UK and trained 
at Leeds University in Meyerhold’s Biomechanics. He is currently finishing his MA in 
Performance Making at Goldsmiths University of London.

He has participated in festivals in England, Wales and Greece.
Elias was born in Lamia, Greece and lives and works in London, UK.
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7th July, 20:10 (Route 

A) & 8th July, 19:45 
(Route A)
Studio 4

35 minutes

E L I A S

|  @_elias_ps (Instagram) 

THE



Farideh Didehvar was born in 1998, in Mashhad, Iran. She received her Bachelor’s 
degree in English Language and Literature from Ferdowsi University of Mashhad. During 
her undergraduate studies, she joined, and later became a member of the central board 
of, a student-run theatre organization, where she trained to write, act and direct. it was in 
this society where she wrote and directed her first plays, and decided to choose the field 
of theatre and performance for her future studies.

She is currently undertaking an MA in Performance Making at Goldsmiths, University 
of London. Her practice revolves around the Middle East, focusing on the space and 
scenography. Her works are mostly either autobiographical or based on true stories.
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7th July, 20:00/20:55 
(Route A) & 10th July, 

16:15 (Route A)/19:45/
20:45 (Route B)/20:50 

(Route A)
Studio 2

15-60 minutes

F A R I D E H  D I D E H V A R

They say if you whisper to a dandelion 
and blow on it, its seeds will carry your 
message across the world.. Just like a 
prophet. I saw a dandelion today and I 
could feel the breath of a woman on its 
seeds. They smelled like blood and dust, like 
a land that kills its own prophets, a place 
covered ankle-deep in whispered songs and 
memories that should never be forgotten.

 | @faridehdidehvar (Instagram) 
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Although the camel has the solid endurance to cross a 
bleak desert, at some point this patience leads to its ruin. 
The camel transforms into a lion.
The lion forges its own will and must fight the dragon 
that impedes it. Finally  the lion transforms into a child 
whose innocence transcends all of these states endlessly 
recreating their world at its beginning and end.
This is not a myth, but life.

Although the camel has the solid endurance to cross a 
bleak desert, at some point this patience leads to its ruin. 
The camel transforms into a lion. The lion forges its own 
will and must fight the dragon that impedes it. Finally, the 
lion transforms into a child whose innocence transcends 
all of these states, endlessly recreating their world at its 
beginning and end.

This is not myth, but life. 

HyoJun Seo was born in 1991 in Seoul, South Korea.
He had completed BA, Acting major at SeoKyeong University in 2018, and began his career as an actor, 
subsequently focussing on the  educational and therapeutic aspects of arts, taking an MA in Applied Theatre at 
the University of Leeds. At that time, he researched ‘Possible changes of body image among adolescent girls 
in Korea through gender neutralism.’
At the same time, he expanded his experiences not only as a performer but also as a technician through 
working as a technical interpreter at U2 Korea tour and as a Stage Crew at Seoul Street Art Festival.
Currently, he is focussed  on making work in online spaces.He endeavours to create a new world every time. 
That is his art.
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8th July, 20:30 & 10th 
July, 15:00 (Route A) 

16:00 (Route B)
Everywhere and 

Nowhere (Whitehead 
Building) 

30 minutes

H Y O J U N  S E O ( J U N )

|  @seo_hyo_jun (Instagram) 

DEGREEDEGREE



OF
DEGREEDEGREE

Jenny is an Irish interdisciplinary artist-researcher living in London. Her live art explores 
creative embodiment practices & visceral processes as ethical, ecological, socio-
cultural and personal enquiries. She blends research in somatic psychology, philosophy 
& phenomenology with her subjective experience, linking modalities & expanding 
perspective to consider meaning and purpose. Her movement practice interconnects 
internal & external space by inhabiting the body through accessing the felt sense and 
haptic perception. Using an object, she facilitates action through touch, generating form 
& visual composition in the landscape as performance drawing. The spectator is invited 
to participate through witnessing, creating interrelation within the whole environment.
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7th July, 21:00 (Route 
B) & 10th July 21:00

College Green
40 minutes

J E N N Y  H E G A R T Y

ROPEWALK
Activating hidden space

Where does strength lie?

A woman and rope are drawing a line;
safety is embedded in the fabric of care

@jen_heg (Instagram) | @jennyheg (Facebook)
 

ROPEWALKROPEWALK

Intrust, you are invited to travel and to witness…



DESCENTDESCENT

From the great heaven,
the goddess abandoned heaven
Abandoned earth
And descended to the underworld 
– Inanna’s Descent

In order to uncover the truth that was buried, 
you must first accept the lies you tell yourself. 
Journey into a mind in which memory and myth 
have merged. This intimate, autobiographical 
piece explores truth, memory, escapism and 
disassociation of someone who has experienced 
childhood trauma.

Katia Del Rio Smith (They/Them) is a performance maker with a background in Music, 
Theatre and Design. They studied Theatre at the University of Bolton where they explored 
autobiographical, solo performance to explore social issues. Over the past year, Katia 
has used the MA to develop their performance practice, illuminating a preoccupation with 
autobiography, mythology, objecthood, darkness and immersivity/interactivity. Through 
their work, they wish to create worlds and experiences that challenge audiences.
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8th July, 19:45 (Route 
B) & 10th July, 20:00 

(Route B)
Studio 1

45 minutes

K A T I A  D E L  R I O  S M I T H

|  @katiaharlowx (Instagram) 



Konstantina Tsagianni is a Greek interdisciplinary artist based in London.
Her practice aims to explore the usage of technological media as storytelling devices, 
through a combination of digital art and live performance. She is interested in creating 
alternate realities that originate from feelings of confusion, overwhelmingness and vanity 
in everyday life.

She holds a BA in English Language and Literature and she has been an active 
performer in dance and theatre performances from 2009. In order to gain more insight 
and knowledge into the creative process of making a performance she proceeded with 
the postgraduate studies in Performance Making.
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8th July, 21:15 & 9th 
July, 19:00 (Route A)

George Wood Theatre
25-35 minutes

K O N S T A N T I N A  T S A G I A N N I

CELAENO is a multimedia performance 
made in a post-pandemic world, that builds 
a playful stage reality somewhere between 
what is visible and what is hidden, between 
the voyeur and the spied-on.

 | @deena_ts (Instagram) 
 

CELAENOCELAENO
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ENCYCLOPEDIA

LANGUAGELANGUAGE
The “Encyclopedia of Body Language” is 
a catalog of movements. Each movement is 
related to a piece of information. The body 
and its movements function as a mediator 
of information that is explicitly or implicitly 
archived in the body’s memory. In making 
the work different journalistic techniques 
were adapted to the performative context.

Lena Hetzel (*1992, Germany) art practice investigates constitutions of bodies. She 
uses performative methods that examine the link between bodily movements and 
social, societal and political information. She takes video as a documentation and 
research medium and works with interviews. She works in the performative context as a 
choreographer and movement researcher.
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A
8th July, 19:00 & 10th 

July, 16:35 (Route B)
George Wood Theatre

25 minutes

L E N A  H E T Z A L

vimeo.com/lenahetzel (Vimeo) |  @lena__hetzel (Instagram) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA



Liberty Hodes is a multi-disciplinary performance artist originally from Newcastle Upon 
Tyne. She graduated with a degree in Fine Art from Chelsea College of Art in 2015, and 
is a co-founder of A Comedy Night That Passes The Bechdel Test and member of DIY 
punk band, The Slugs. Her influences are deeply rooted in British folk culture, music and 
rituals, with a particular fascination with neolithic stones and the folklore of plants. She 
also runs a zine about strange british attractions called Weirdo Museums.
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9th July, 19:00 (Route 
B) & 10th July, 15:45 

(Route A)
Studio 1

30 minutes

With guest performances

L I B E R T Y  H O D E S

Meandering through a hypothetical world 
in which our natural landscapes listen to 
and absorb our folk songs, performing them 
amongst themselves when our backs are 
turned, we journey through landscapes both 
natural and built. A choir of stones sing, 
resounding through time and space and 
place. 

 | libertyhodes.co.uk (Website)

THINGS WITH
LYRICSLYRICS

THINGS WITH

 THAT
MAY BE TRUE
  THAT
MAY BE TRUE



FACEFORWARDFACEFORWARD

To see, to hear, to feel.

To be seen, to be heard, to be felt. 

What does it mean to bear witness? 

This facilitated performance will explore the 
stories that make us who we now are, what is 
their importance? Can we be without them?

I need you - audience, participants, witnesses.

Lydia is a multidisciplinary artist nervously excited to get out of her bedroom into the 
world! In early 2020, she gave art direction for Imagination and the Misfit Kid, an animated 
short film by musician Labrinth. She has a preoccupation with visual art, installation, 
soundscaping and movement, but ultimately central to these modes of expression are 
personal narratives that enable her to connect with the audience authenticity, linking all 
present to primal truths. With the restrictions of the pandemic, Lydia formed YesAnd with 
her cousin, who also happens to be her dear friend! Together they focus on process, 
as making through this time has been foundational to their wellbeing. Lydia has a long-
standing love for grassroots community work; outside of her creative practice, she is a 
creative facilitator and charity advisor
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9th July, 19:50 (Route 
A) & 10th July, 14:00 

(Route A)
Studio 3

45 minutes

L Y D I A  N E W M A N

|  yesand.digital/meet-lydia (Website)



Nimi is a collective of independent artists; Miia Mäkilä, Cat Winter, Katerina Sotiraki, 
Nikita De Martin and Valentina Lopez. Their focus is on questioning cultural norms 
around the body. Driven by their different backgrounds and various devising techniques, 
they arrive at movement centred performances.
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7th July, 20:10 (Route 
B) & 10th July, 20:00 

(Route A)
Studio 3

50 minutes

N I M I  C O L L E C T I V E

Moving makes you hungry, burns calories.
In order to complete an action you must sell 
your movement product. What product?
Will you still get paid if you stop moving?
Is movement something that is always meant 
to be free?
Labour costs.
Is the observer’s gaze making us move?
Stillness.
When does a movement or object become 
useless?
Mother language signs the perimeter of a 
misunderstood space. Where movement is 
not available words help.

 | @nimicollective (Instagram) 
 

FALLINGFALLING
STILL,STILL,

FROM 0FROM 0
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LEMONADELEMONADE
Lift the cold glass to the lips with condensation 
dripping,
Take a sip,
Bittersweet taste,
As the liquid bubbles rise into thoughts…
Deconstruction of Lemonade brings together 
a trio of musicians transfixed by a seemingly 
mundane object. Out to prove that a song can be 
written about anything, this is the liminal space of 
obsession, a journey through consciousness and 
memory, a gig, a live soundtrack, the first glass of 
lemonade you ever tasted.
Parlez is formed of Mathieu Chazallet (guitar/vocals), Michal Drozd (drums) and Grace 
Strickland de Souza (keys/vocals).
Grace is frontwoman of alt-pop band KIN and releases experimental electro-pop 
under the guise, GracieSouz. Her music has had support from BBC 6 Music and BBC 
Introducing. She is co-founder of theatre collective, Klein Blue.
Michal has worked with bands such as Portico Quartet and Bonobo. As a session 
musician, he has played hundreds of shows around the UK/Europe. He is interested 
in mixing old-school scenography with modern technology to create powerful and 
interesting sets.
Mathieu studied BA Theatre and Performance before re-establishing his interest in 
music. He looks to express the effects fluctuations of the outside world has on the voice; 
through singing, these feelings can be sublimed.
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7th July, 19:00 & 9th 
July, 20:50 (Route A)

George Wood Theatre
45 minutes

P A R L E Z

| @parlezband (Instagram) 
| @madmattermusic (Instagram) | gracesds.co.uk (Website)

DECONSTRUCTIONDECONSTRUCTION
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Claire Leith is a performance maker and artist working across live art, dance and 
postdramatic theatre. Her practice creates joyful audience experiences, marrying 
interests in feminism, ecology and absurdity. She makes work which pushes the 
boundaries of what performance can be. Currently, she is preoccupied with finding ways 
the world can party.

Rebecca Carter is an interdisciplinary performance maker and artist who loves to dance. 
Working from an intersectional feminist and queer perspective, she is interested in 
everything and anything and all that is inbetween. Rebecca’s work aims to create joyful 
experiences for an audience that can reframe perspectives of socio-political issues.

9th July, 20:50 (Route 
B) & 10th July, 14:00 

(Route B)
Studio 1

40 minutes

REBECCA CARTER & CL AIRE LE ITH

BYOB is an intimate journey through a 
deconstructed party. With a re-imagined 
playlist, this participatory live art 
performance looks to create a sense of 
community and shift perceptions: through 
quiet and caring moments of joy. It is an 
antidote to the separation and individualistic 
mentalities which have been amplified by 
the government throughout this pandemic. 
It is a quiet invitation to get together and 
party, (sort of).

rebeccacarter.hotglue.me (Website) | claireleith.co.uk (Website)
 

(BRING YOUR 
OWN BODY)

BYOBBYOB
(BRING YOUR 
OWN BODY)



F e s t i v a l  T i m e t a b l e
Wednesday 7th July 2021

Studio 1 Studio 2 Studio 3 Studio 4 George 
Wood 
Theatre

College 
Green

19:00 Parlez
19:00-19:45

19:30

20:00 Farideh
20:00-20:10

Nimi 
Collective
20:10-21:00

Elias
20:10-20:55

20:30

21:00 Farideh
20:55-21:10

Candace
21:10-21:55

Jenny
21:00-22:00

21:30

Thursday 8th July 2021
19:00 Lena

19:00-19:30
19:30 Katia

19:45-20:30
Elias
19:45-20:30

20:00

20:30

21:00 Konstantina
21:15-21:55

21:30

Friday 9th July 2021
19:00 Liberty

19:00-19:30
Konstantina
19:00-19:40

19:30 Lydia
19:50-20:40

Aura
19:40-20:40

20:00



Studio 1 Studio 2 Studio 3 Studio 4 George 
Wood 
Theatre

Whitehead 
Building/
College 
Green

20:30 Rebecca & Claire
20:50-21:30

Parlez
20:50-21:35

21:00

21:30

Saturday 10th July 2021 (Matinee)
14:00 Rebecca & Claire

14:00-14:40
Lydia
14:00-14:50

14:30 Aura
14:50-15:50

15:00 Jun
15:00-15:30
(Whitehead 
Building)

15:30 Liberty
15:45-16:15

16:00 Farideh
16:15-16:35

Jun
15:00-15:30
(Whitehead 
Building)

16:30 Lena
16:35-17:05

17:00

Saturday 10th July 2021 (Evening)
19:00 Candace

19:00-19:45
19:30 Farideh

19:45-20:00
20:00 Katia

20:00-20:45
Nimi 
Collective
20:00-20:5020:30 Farideh

20:45-21:00
21:00 Jenny

21:00-22:00
21:30

All Audience     Route A     Route B



F o l l o w  u s  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a  -
@ g s m i t h s _ p e r f o r m a n c e m a k i n g


